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Station Siting

Example of ratings assigned b ths ased upon OA A/NCDC criteria
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Class 1 - Flat& horizontal Class 2 - sameas Class 1, Class 3 -sameasClass 2,

ground. Sensors located atleast 100 except no artificial heating sources except no artificial heating sources
meters from artificial heating within 30 meters. within 10 meters.

| | Siting Classification
oy based upon standards
. £ .| for NOAA'SU.S.
Climate Reference
Network

ftp://ftp.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/uscrn/docume
ntation/program/X030FullDocumentDO. pdf

Class 5 - Temperature sensor
located next to/above an artificial
heating source

Class 4 - arificial heating sources
<l0meters.



Station Siting

Example of ratings assigned by Watts based upon NOA  A/NCDC criteria

Siting Classification based upon standards for NOAA 's U.S.
Climate Reference Network

ftp://ftp.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/uscrn/documentatio n/progra
m/X030FullDocumentDO. pdf
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Class 4 - Artificial heating sources <10 Class 5 - Temperature sensor located
meters. next to/above an artificial heating source



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of Inspector General
Washington, D.C. 20230

September 29, 2009

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Jane Lubchenco
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and
NOAA Administrator

FROM: Dr I'».#}];'rk aéer

Asststant Inspector General for Audit

SUBJECT: Review of U.S. Historical Climatology Network’s Data Quality
and Modernization Efforts (OAE-19846)

The Department of Commerce Office of Inspector General is preparing to conduct a review of
the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN) as a result of a congressional inquiry on the
reliability of the network’s data.

Our objectives are to determine

e whether NOAA’s USHCN modernization efforts will address siting and maintenance
problems with its current USHCN sites;

e whether users of the data understand the data quality issues and have concerns
surrounding the data;

e what, if any, mitigating steps NOAA has taken to address any deficiencies in the data;
and

e the effectiveness of those mitigating steps.

We will interview staff within the National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information
Service and other NOAA units associated with the USHCN to help us complete our objectives.
We have also attached to this memo a list of documents we will need for our review.
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Fici. 8. Relatonship between the hit rate (HR) and FAR for
changepomis atlnbuted to the targel senes as a funcbon of the
number of neighbors used to compute a composite reference series
or 1n parwse comparsons. Results are based on 1000 groups of
series (n = 100) simulated under case 6 (between 0 and 6 random
changepomis added to the target and all neighbor seres).
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